June 5, 2026 4

Mayor and City Council/Blaine County Commissioners
City of Bellevue
Bellevue, Idaho 83313

RE: Formal Public Comment — Ongoing Failure of the City of Bellevue Wastewater
Treatment Facility and Associated Health, Environmental, and Agricultural Impacts

Dear Mayor and Members of the City Council/ Blaine County Commissioners

We are residents and/or property owners in proximity to the City of Bellevue wastewater
treatment facility and submit this formal public comment to create an official record of the
ongoing failures, health concerns, environmental damage, and inadequate response by city
officials. We respectfully demand immediate corrective action.

L. FACILITY FAILURE — OVER THREE YEARS WITHOUT RESOLUTION

The City of Bellevue wastewater treatment facility has been in a state of operational failure for
more than three years. The facility is located on property adjacent to agricultural land in the
county, in close proximity to active hay fields and irrigation infrastructure. Despite this extended
timeline, the City has failed to remediate the facility or protect neighboring property owners and
residents from the consequences of its failure.

II. OVERFLOW INTO IRRIGATION CANAL — DOCUMENTED ON VIDEO

Effluent from the facility's backup lagoons has overflowed into an active irrigation canal serving
the adjacent hay fields. This overflow has been captured on video. We are prepared to submit this
footage as evidence in any regulatory, administrative, or legal proceeding. The contamination of
an irrigation water source used in active agricultural operations is a serious matter with potential

implications under Idaho environmental and agricultural law, as well as federal Clean Water Act
provisions.

HI. MISREPRESENTATION BY FACILITY MANAGEMENT

When the facility manager visited the site and was confronted with evidence of the overflow,
rather than acknowledging the problem and committing to a solution, the manager made the
unfounded claim that center pivot irrigation systems operating on the neighboring hay fields
were responsible for causing the lagoons to back up and overflow. This assertion is not credible.
The pivots had been shut down for a full week prior to the visit — a scheduled shutdown during
hay cutting operations — and therefore could not have been the cause of the overflow. This

attempt to deflect responsibility onto agricultural operators conducting entirely lawful activities
on their own property is unacceptable and must be addressed.

IV. DISMISSAL OF LEGITIMATE HEALTH CONCERNS — MAYOR'S PUBLIC
STATEMENT

The Mayor is on record stating that odors from the facility cannot cause illness. This statement is
factually incorrect and is directly contradicted by established public health science. Hydrogen
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sulfide, ammonia, and other gases generated by decomposing sewage are well-documented
health hazards. Prolonged or high-concentration exposure can cause respiratory irritation,
headaches, nausea, neurological effects, and in extreme cases can be life-threatening. The EPA,
OSHA, and public health agencies have extensive guidance on sewage odor risks. We formally
object to the characterization of our health concerns as invalid and demand that the City stop
dismissing legitimate complaints from affected residents.

V. USE OF CHEMICAL MASKING AGENTS

We have information that the City has recently introduced chemical agents at the facility site in
an apparent effort to mask odors rather than address the underlying failure. If confirmed, this
approach raises additional regulatory concerns. Any chemical additions to a failed wastewater
system may require permits and disclosure under Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
(IDEQ) regulations. We respectfully request that the City immediately disclose any chemicals
applied at the facility, in what quantities, on what dates, and under what regulatory authorization.

V1. CONTAMINATION OF PRIVATE WATER SOURCES — IRON BACTERIA

We have observed a persistent reddish, slimy growth in our dog water bowls and toilet bowls —
a presentation consistent with iron bacteria contamination. Water testing has confirmed the
presence of iron bacteria in our water. While iron bacteria can occur naturally, the timing,
proximity to the overflowing facility, and concentration of effects in our area are deeply
concerning. We are conducting further testing and preserving all results. We call upon the City to
cooperate fully with any independent water quality investigation and to commission its own
testing of water sources in the affected area without delay.

VII. FORMAL DEMANDS
We formally request and demand the following:

1. An immediate, independent engineering assessment of the wastewater treatment facility
and the condition of its lagoon infrastructure, with results made public.

2. Immediate cessation of any overflow — confirmed or suspected — into irrigation canals
or other surface waters, and prompt notification to the Idaho Department of Environmental

Quality.

3. Full written disclosure of any chemicals added to the facility or its surrounding area,
including product names, quantities, application dates, and applicable permits.

4. Independent water quality testing of residential and agricultural water sources in the area
surrounding the facility, at City expense.

5. A formal written retraction and correction of the Mayor's public statement that odors from
the facility cannot cause illness.

6. A public hearing with adequate notice at which affected residents and property owners
may present evidence, ask questions of city officials and facility management, and receive
substantive responses.

7. A written timeline for full remediation of the facility, submitted to IDEQ and made
available to the public.



8. Acknowledgment in the public record that the affected residents' concerns are legitimate
and that the City accepts responsibility for addressing them.

We have documented these events through video, water testing results, and written records. We
are prepared to share this documentation with the City Council, IDEQ, the Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare, Blaine County officials, and media outlets as appropriate. We do not intend

to allow the continued dismissal of legitimate public health and environmental concerns and will
pursue every available avenue to ensure accountability.

We respectfully but urgently request that this matter be placed on the next City Council agenda
and that written responses to each of the demands above be provided within fourteen (14) days of
receipt of this letter.

Respectfully submitted,

Chad and Jami Sluder
500 Industrial Parkway
Bellevue, Idaho 83313
208-471-0265

sluderconst@gmail.com jami.sluderconst@gmail.com

CC: Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ)
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare
Blaine County Commissioners
Blaine County Sheriff's Office

File / Personal Records



