From: Chad Stoesz <chad@woodriverlandtrust.org>
Sent: Friday, January 23, 2026 13:09
To: Brian Parker <bparker@bellevueidaho.us>; Christina Giordani <cgiordani@bellevueidaho.us>
Cc: Keri York <keri@woodriverlandtrust.org>; Florence Blanchard <fkblanchard@gmail.com>
Subject: Howard Preserve 
 
Dear Bellevue Council and Staff,

Wood River Land Trust would like to submit a comment in regards to the proposed updated Fee Schedule for City departments as it relates to the Howard Preserve. As I'm sure you're aware, WRLT has been a partner on that City property since 2004, and holds the Conservation Easement that governs use within that area. The property is also managed under a Management Plan, which was agreed upon by the City, the Friends of the Howard Preserve, and WRLT. I've attached both documents for reference. 

Paragraph 4.3.2 of the Conservation Easement describes the Recreational Use that is permitted:

4.3.2 Recreational Use. Landowner may use the Property for passive recreational activities that are non-commercial and non-motorized, such as hiking, fishing, cross-country skiing, wildlife observation, and photography, provided that such activities are conducted in a manner, frequency, and intensity that results in no adverse impact on the Conservation Values.

and is further described in the most recent version of the Management Plan: 

4.3.2. Organized Activities
a. Organized events require a permit from the City of Bellevue. The Friends
of the Howard Preserve and WRLT will be notified of all proposed public
events requiring a permit in order that they may make recommendations or
comments. As part of the permit process, the irrigation districts will also
be notified.
b. All Bellevue City Park regulations and fees apply.
c. Motorized vehicle access is prohibited unless authorized
d. Number of attendees may be restricted byCity of Bellevue with
recommendation of FHP and WRLT.
e. The Preserve must remain open to normal public use during or in
preparation for an organized event.
f. All trash, equipment and other items must be removed within 48 hours.
g. Major events (more than 50 people) are limited to two events annually to
protect Preserve values. Notification and review of major events should
take place 30-60 days prior to the public event with FHP making
recommendations in consultation with other managing entities and
Bellevue City Council having final approval.

Ideally, additional information will be included to prospective permit applicants outlining the use limitations, and the process to evaluate those applications will also include the managing partners prior to granting any permits.

If the Council is interested in delaying any changes to Howard Preserve specific fees until the partners can meet to discuss an improved process, we would be happy to set up a time for that in the near future.

Thank you for your continued partnership.

- Chad

-- 
Chad Stoesz
Lands Program Director

Wood River Land Trust
119 E Bullion Street
Hailey ID 83333
Cell: 303-588-0766
Ph: 208-788-3947
www.WoodRiverLandTrust.org
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