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	Comments on the Meyer’s lot line shift
The purpose of the planning process should be to identify the issues and resolve them prior to approving any action. Too many questions remain unresolved in the Meyers property lot line shift.
• The property lies in the Business District. There are no provisions for a single family lot in that district. Under a recent ordinance amendment, apartments became an allowable use as long as the first floor street front was operated as a retail business with the apartments to the rear or upper floor. Will this require another waiver or rezone to allow a home on lot 1A?
• The access is not defined: will this require a private driveway on the undeveloped city street where the water and sewer are routed to reach the lot? How does the city approve a driveway on city property that has construction standards for a city street? Is this another waiver?
• What is the city’s liability allowing a private driveway on city property? Does the city need a hold harmless agreement that is shown on the plat?
• If the undeveloped street is used to satisfy the 20 foot frontage on a city street requirement, does that lot line requires a 25 foot front yard setback for any building? The buildable portion of the BE will be further reduced. Will this be another waiver?
• The current proposal does not provide for emergency access to the city property to the north, including the entire Howard Preserve. How will this be rectified to protect the city’s safety in case of fire or threat to human safety?
• With a 20 foot driveway and hammerhead turn-around the use of that city street is largely compromised for public use. Will the city be reimbursed for the value of the public property lost to private use for the driveway? Lot 1A is shown to be 24,000 sf. city street is about 6,400 sf or 30% of the lot size. For example, If the lot is valued at $500,000 the city property would have a value of $133,333. Do we just give that value away with no compensation?
• If lot 1A is 2,000sf, a single family house would take up nearly all of that space. The riparian setback should be protected from development as green grass yardscape.
This property has been known to flood in 1982-3,1995-6, 2006, and 2017. The developer has requested other waivers that will cost the city money annually and paving of the alley. The council needs to address all of the unresolved questions before agreeing to this proposal. We need to know the true cost and long-term consequences.
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